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India’s decision to host the United Nations Security Council’s Counter-Terrorism Committee 

(CTC) is an important marker of the Government’s ongoing effort to highlight terrorism issues at a time 

the global body has been more focused on the Ukraine war. Held in Mumbai and Delhi, it brought UN 

officials, and ministers and diplomats from all members of the Security Council (UNSC), to discuss 

challenges to the global counter-terrorism architecture. In Mumbai, the spotlight was on the 26/11 

attacks. Despite the global nature of the terror targets, India has had an uphill battle since 2008 in 

international cooperation to pursue the case, and in bringing the lone surviving attacker, Ajmal Kasab, 

through a full trial and execution. After a brief period of information sharing, Pakistan has dragged its 

feet on prosecuting even LeT commanders Hafiz Saeed, Zaki-ur-Rahman Lakhvi and others that its 

Federal Investigative Agency held responsible for the attacks. During the UNSC conference, the 

attendees heard not only from victims of the attacks but also voice samples of LeT recruiter Sajid Mir 

directing terrorists during the attacks; even so Mir, now in a Pakistani prison on terror financing charges, 

after Pakistan’s grey-listing at the Financial Action Task Force mandated action, has not been tried. The 

U.S., which has cooperated in many other ways with India on terrorism, convicted conspirators David 

Headley and Tahawwur Rana for the attacks, but has refused to extradite them. Meanwhile, China 

continues to block designating LeT leaders on the UNSC 1267 terror list, a problem External Affairs 

Minister S. Jaishankar and U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken specifically mentioned at the 

conference. 

In Delhi, the CTC focus was on online radicalisation and terror recruitment, terror financing 

through crypto-currency and virtual assets, and unmanned aerial system use including drones for terror 

strikes, transporting drugs and arms. The deliberations led to the “Delhi Declaration on countering the 

use of new and emerging technologies for terrorist purposes”. While India has only two months left in 

its current elected tenure at the UNSC, the Government appears to be making efforts to keep up the 

momentum from the CTC meet; it will host an international “No Money For Terror” conference 

(November 18-19), and a UNSC special briefing on challenges to global counter-terrorism efforts 

(December 15-16). As the Indian experience with 26/11 has shown, the global community has often 

been long on statements but short on cooperative action, and New Delhi will have to keep pressing the 

point that terrorism remains, in Mr. Jaishankar’s words, amongst the “gravest threats to humanity”. 

 

 host (verb) – organize, arrange (an event). 

 marker (noun) – a distinctive feature. 

 ongoing (adjective) – continuous, constant, 

unending. 

 highlight (verb) – emphasize, draw attention 

on, underline, underscore. 

 diplomat (noun) – ambassador, envoy, consul, 

emissary. 

 architecture (noun) – structure, formation, 

composition, organization. 

 the spotlight (noun) – the public attention, the 

focus of public/media; the public eye. 

 uphill (adjective) – arduous, difficult, 

hard/tough, taxing, demanding. 

 trail (noun) – court case, judicial proceedings, 

legal action. 

 execution (noun) – killing, hanging, putting to 

death. 

 drag one’s feet (phrase) – delay, procrastinate, 

postpone action, put off doing something, use 

delaying tactics, take one’s time. 

 prosecute (verb) – take to court, bring an 

action against, take legal action against, 

accuse, charge. 

 hold someone responsible for (phrase) – to 

blame someone for something; lay at 

someone’s door, pin something on. 

 attendee (noun) – a person who attends a 

conference. 

 voice (verb) – express, reveal, state, mention, 

point out. 

 grey/watch list (noun) – a list of countries on 

observation due to their “strategic 

deficiencies” in countering terror-financing and 

money-laundering. The countries put on 

grey/watch list by the Financial Action Task 
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Force (FATF) will be subjected to direct 

monitoring and intense scrutiny by the 

International Co-operation Review Group 

(ICRG) on terror financing. 

 blacklist (noun) – a list of countries which the 

Financial Action Task Force (FATF) judges to be 

non-cooperative in the global fight against 

money laundering and terrorist financing. 

 mandated (adjective) – required, authorized, 

instructed. 

 try (verb) – investigate and decide (a case) in a 

formal trial. 

 convict (verb) -pass judgement on, punish, 

sentence. 

 conspirator (noun) – conspirer, 

plotter/schemer, intriguer. 

 extradite (verb) – to surrender a fugitive (a 

person who has escaped from being 

confined/accused of crime) from one 

(country’s) jurisdiction to another by mutual 

agreements between the two countries; hand 

over, deport, banish/expel. 

 designate (verb) – name, identify, recognize, 

classify. 

 radicalisation (noun) – the process of causing 

someone to follow radical (extreme) ways 

particularly in politics ( & society). 

 virtual asset (noun) – a digital representation 

of value that can be digitally traded, or 

transferred, and can be used for payment or 

investment purposes. 

 Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV) (noun) – 

drone; an aircraft that carries no human pilot 

or passengers. 

 strike (noun) – attack. 

 deliberation (noun) – careful thought, 

thinking, consideration, discussion, 

consultation, debate. 

 led to past tense  of lead to (verb) – result in, 

cause, bring on, bring about, give rise to. 

 New Delhi Declaration (noun) – a resolution 

that was passed unanimously in its New Delhi 

Declaration (paragraph22 in the XIII BRICS 

Summit, September 9, 2021). The core 

demand in this resolution was that the five 

BRICS nations were opposed to the unilateral 

use of force against any state, wanted all 

disputes resolved by peaceful means, and 

categorically ruled out the use of force against 

the territorial integrity or political 

independence of any state. 

 counter (verb) – oppose, resist, combat, stand 

up to. 

 tenure (noun) – term of office, period in office, 

period of office, time in office. 

 keep up (phrasal verb) – continue, maintain, 

continue with, go on with, carry on with, 

persist with. 

 momentum (noun) – energy, strength, 

impetus. 

 keep up the momentum (phrase) – to 

continue doing what is being done till the 

successful completion. 

 briefing (noun) – conference, meeting (being 

held for instructions, directions or guidelines 

on something). 

 long on something and short on something 

(phrase) – having excess or surplus of one 

quality/feature and not enough of another 

quality/feature. 

 press the point (phrase) – to repeat 

(mentioning) a point frequently in a way in 

order to show that it is very important. 

 gravest superlative adjective of grave 

(adjective) – serious, terrible, awful. 

************************************************************************************ 

 

Of all the social media behemoths today, Twitter, Inc. is a curious creature. It has nearly 240 

million “daily access” users, which includes political and corporate leaders besides personalities who 

command an immense following. Twitter’s unique selling point is its provision to not only put up 280-

character messages but also be a platform featuring the dissemination of information, as breaking news, 

debates, discussion and even for the mobilisation of people. Yet, financially, Twitter has posted losses in 

eight out of the last 10 years, with its market value never managing to reach the heights of peers such as 

Meta’s Facebook and Instagram or even Tiktok. By selling the company to the world’s richest man, Elon 
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Musk, for a whopping $44 billion after a few shenanigans, Twitter’s shareholders finally made a killing 

even as Mr. Musk, in his first post-acquisition actions, fired some top executives. But the question on 

everyone’s minds is about what might happen to the platform as a free speech vehicle under a truly 

maverick owner. Mr. Musk, who has made most of his money as the owner of electric vehicle company 

Tesla and spacecraft and exploration venture SpaceX, could provide business ideas that could secure the 

firm’s finances. Yet, as a Twitter user with the third highest number of followers, he has been prone to 

erratic outbursts, silly posturing and crass remarks, and frowning upon regulation by the company of its 

content in the past, begging the question whether the ownership change will lead to a deterioration in 

content standards. 

Twitter, like other social media giants, has faced difficulties in ridding its platform of 

disinformation, harassment through trolling, hate speech and calls for violence. Recently, it blocked 

former U.S. President Donald Trump, a popular yet incendiary user, and started flagging select posts for 

misleading content or propaganda. For Indian users, the aforementioned challenges have been 

exacerbated by the Government seeking ways to control content, a scarier proposition, through changes 

to Internet intermediary rules. While Mr. Musk has argued for a freer space with little regulation, he 

has, since his purchase, tempered those views in favour of better and cleaner moderation of content, 

ostensibly to not lose advertisers wary of lending their brand to problematic content. While it remains 

to be seen if this is merely yet another instance of Mr. Musk’s posturing, the larger question of whether 

Twitter will remain a relevant brand will be answered in the manner in which the world’s richest man 

will treat governments and establishments in keeping reasonable and free speech intact on the platform 

and not subsume it to his business interests. 

 

 curious (adjective) – strange/unusual, 

different, unconventional, surprising. 

 besides (adverb) – in addition, furthermore, 

moreover, further. 

 personality (noun) – celebrity, VIP, star, 

big/famous name. 

 command (verb) – receive, get, gain, obtain. 

 immense (adjective) – huge, massive, vast. 

 selling point (noun phrase) – very attractive 

feature/quality. 

 provision (noun) – requirement, term, clause. 

 put up (phrasal verb) – post, display; put 

forward, present. 

 dissemination (noun) – spreading, circulation, 

distribution. 

 mobilisation (noun) – the act of bringing 

forces/people/resources together for a 

particular cause. 

 post (verb) – announce, report, publish 

(something, particularly a financial result). 

 market value (noun) – the amount/price an 

asset or a company gets in a given 

marketplace. 

 to reach new heights (phrase) – to achieve 

great success. 

 peer (noun) – equal. 

 whopping (adjective) – huge, massive, very 

large, substantial. 

 shenanigans (plural noun) – silly/dishonest 

behaviour, deception, double-dealing, 

dishonesty, wickedness, horseplay, monkey 

business, mischief. 

 make a killing (phrase) – make a large profit, 

make a fortune, gain, profit, make (a lot of) 

money. 

 acquisition (noun) – buy, purchase, 

procurement, possession (of a company). 

 fire (verb) – dismiss (from a job); throw out, 

oust, remove, sack. 

 free speech (noun) – the right to express one’s 

opinions publicly (without any restraint). 

 vehicle (noun) – apparatus, mechanism, 

means, medium, instrument. 

 deem (verb) – consider, regard as, view as. 

 maverick (adjective) – unorthodox, 

uncommon, atypical, distinctive, different. 

 spacecraft (noun) – a vehicle or machine 

designed to fly/travel in outer space (i.e. 

outside the earth’s atmosphere). 
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 exploration (noun) – research, examination, 

investigation. 

 secure (verb) – obtain, gain, get, acquire. 

 prone (adjective) – vulnerable/susceptible. 

 erratic (adjective) – unpredictable, uncertain, 

unstable, unsteady, turbulent, volatile. 

 outburst (noun) – a sudden eruption/release 

(of strong emotion). 

 silly (adjective) – foolish, stupid, unintelligent, 

idiotic, brainless, mindless. 

 posture (noun) – position, approach, attitude, 

standpoint, view. 

 crass (adjective) – very stupid, insensitive, 

mindless, rude, uncivilized, impolite (and not 

caring other people’s emotions/feelings); 

gross, total, complete, outright, thorough, 

blatant. 

 frown on/upon (phrase) – disapprove of, be 

against, discourage, dislike, disfavour. 

 regulation (noun) – rule, law, directive, 

direction, guidance. 

 beg the question (phrase) – raise a point; 

invite question. 

 lead to (verb) – result in, cause, bring 

on/about, give rise to. 

 giant (noun) – a very large company. 

 rid (verb) – clear, free, cleanse, purge, purify. 

 disinformation (noun) – fake news, made-up 

story, false information, lie, falsehood. 

 harassment (noun) – oppression, victimization, 

persecution. 

 trolling (noun) – an intentional act of trying to 

instigate conflict, hostility, or arguments in an 

online social community. 

 hate speech (noun) – abusive or disrespectful 

speech. 

 call for (phrasal verb) – require, need, 

necessitate, make necessary, demand, publicly 

ask for. 

 incendiary (adjective) – inflammatory, 

provocative, agitational, arousing, 

controversial. 

 flag (verb) – indicate, identify, point out. 

 propaganda (noun) – the (deliberate & 

systemic) spreading of information (facts, 

ideas, rumours or lies) to influence public 

opinion. 

 aforementioned (adjective) – mentioned 

previously. 

 exacerbate (verb) – increase, raise, intensify, 

aggravate. 

 seek (verb) – try to obtain, aim, attempt. 

 scarier comparative adjective of scary 

(adjective) – alarming, appalling, daunting, 

fearsome. 

 proposition (noun) – concept, premise, idea, 

assumption. 

 intermediary (noun) – social media website, 

eCommerce website, blogging platform, search 

engine, telecom provider, Internet platform 

(hosting user-generated content), cloud 

provider, etc. 

 internet intermediary (noun) – a company 

that facilitates the use of the Internet. 

 temper (verb) – moderate, tone down, 

mitigate, decrease, lessen. 

 in favour of (phrase) – in support of. 

 moderation (noun) – the process of doing 

something within reasonable limits; 

temperance, fairness. 

 ostensibly (adverb) – in a way that something 

appears or is officially stated to be true/real, 

but it might not be; apparently, seemingly, 

allegedly, professedly, supposedly, 

purportedly. 

 wary of (adjective) – aware of, alert to, careful 

of, sensible of. 

 lend oneself to (phrase) – be suitable for, be 

appropriate for, be adaptable to, be applicable 

for; adapt oneself to. 

 establishment (noun) –  influential group (or) 

firm, company, business. 

 intact (adjective) – undamaged, unspoiled, 

unimpaired, untouched. 

 subsume (verb) – include, encompass, 

incorporate. 

 interest (noun) – common concerns (in 

politics/business). 
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